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Stewardship Area 3: Forested Buffer of Buck Lake from Bear Meadow Vista  

 

Stewardship Area 3: Forested Buffer of Intermittent Stream exiting Buck Lake and Bridge 
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Wildlife 

Voles and other microtine rodents are evident in the meadow area due to the dense grasses. 
Coyote probably frequent the meadow to feed on these rodents. The forested buffers are a 
haven for numerous wildlife species due to structural, species and age diversity of trees and 
shrubs. During the period when alder and conifer species mature and die within buffers, 
downed wood and snags will increase, and woodpeckers and cavity nesting birds would be 
expected to increase usage. Deer probably use all parts of this area due to the presence of 
brush for browse and clumps of trees in buffers for thermal cover. Bear probably utilize the 

cover of the buffers, and may feed on plants along the wetland edge of the lake.  

The abundance of salmonberry and other shrubs promote wildlife species which feed on 
berries and nectar. The larger trees provide some limited roosting habitat for bald eagles and 
other raptors, and perhaps great blue herons. Downed wood and old stumps promote use by 
salamanders, bats, and rodents. The presence of Buck Lake promotes the use of this area by 
numerous species. For a complete listing of wildlife species present, refer to Appendix I in 

this report.  

Objectives/Alternatives 

· Maintain meadow habitat in Bear Meadow and control invasive vegetation, or allow 
natural succession to occur back to forest.  

· There is a lack of mature trees in the dense alder stands of this unit. No action is 
required. Leave to grow for wildlife, and allow natural succession to occur. 

· Invasive vegetation along trail and in forest openings, including Bear Meadow, requires 
mechanical removal. It will become less of a problem as the forest canopy continues to 
close in the young stand of red alder. 

· Consider planting areas of the forested buffers to replace natural tree losses, and in small 
cleared areas of dense alder stands with shade tolerant tree species such as western red 
cedar, Sitka spruce, western hemlock, and yew. Plant these trees on twelve foot spacing 
in openings beyond the drip lines of existing trees. Control competing vegetation until 
conifers have overtopped competition. 

· Avoid trail placement within the buffer to maintain a low level of human disturbance. 

 

Field Observation Notes 
 

1. Bear Meadow Vista point of Buck Lake and buffer 
2. Partially cut-off Douglas-fir that was 90 years old leaning over trail 
3. Notched, burnt relict western red cedar stumps in buffers 
4. Old growth Douglas-fir log over creek to the north of bridge over creek 
5. Large erratic (boulder) east of trail, approximately 200 feet north of intersection with 

trail 4. 
6. Natural succession of forest occurring with the invasion of naturally regenerated red 

alder. 

  


