Stewardship Area 2 – Trail on County Right-of-Way

Overview
This area is on upland and is a 45’ to 60’ foot wide, 0.4 mile county road right-of-way
connecting Stewardship Area 1 to Stewardship Area 3 and Buck Lake Road. It provides a
path for walking through differing stands of trees and private residences. The trail is
wheelchair accessible from Buck Lake Road to a point approximately 200 feet west of the
intersection with Cora Road. This stretch is unsurfaced road grade. It is regularly mowed to
control the invasion of Himalayan blackberries. West of this grade the trail is more primitive
and is not wheelchair accessible because of tree roots at the surface. It is narrow and sinuous,
creating the need for careful attention when hiking. At the west end, the trail is on an old
logging grade cut as it heads downslope toward the stream channel in Stewardship Area 3.
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Vegetation
Vegetation contrasts resulting from past silvicultural management are striking when
comparing the opposite sides of the trail west of the Cora Road intersection:
South of trail - To the south are stands of predominantly residual old trees that were left
following at least several “high-grade” logging entries. These entries were to remove the best
quality conifer trees from stands that reestablished following the initial clear-cutting of the
old growth stand approximately 90 years ago. The most recent entry is estimated to be
approximately 25 years ago. What remains are moderately to fully stocked, multi-aged
stands with mixed species composition and variable densities of trees. There are also
numerous snags and downed wood.
From a forestry standpoint, the existing stands to the south are not very productive for
quality saw logs because many of the best conifer trees have been removed or have fallen
down. However, they are a haven for wildlife due to structural, species, and age diversity.
Stocking rates of trees vary from moderately to fully-stocked. Approximately one third of
these stands are older deciduous trees occurring as clumps and individual 80-year old red
alder trees with a 20-28” diameter at breast height" (DBH). These trees are past maturity
and are in the process of dying and breaking apart. Scattered in this stand are fair quality 80100 year old big leaf maple with 24-36” DBH, which are mature and starting to break apart.
Another third of the stands are older conifer trees occurring as clumps and individuals of 8090 year old, generally poor quality Douglas-fir and western hemlock with a DBH of 14 to 24
inches. There are also limby but otherwise good quality western red cedar that are 50-90
years old with a DBH of 24 to 36 inches.
The remaining third of the stands contain individual and clumps of 15-20 year old red alder
trees that have regenerated naturally in openings created by logging or the death of overstory trees. These trees are generally good quality with a DBH of 4 to 8”, and are spaced
approximately 10 feet apart when in clumps. Widely scattered in these stands are a few 2050 year old Douglas-fir and western red cedar reproduction that are limby but otherwise
good quality, with a DBH of 12-24 inches.
Where there is sufficient light the understory is comprised of dense salmonberry, red
elderberry, sword fern, red huckleberry, and stinging nettle. There are scattered relict oldgrowth stumps, some with notches, and there are numerous snags and downed logs
throughout these stands.
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Stewardship Area 2: Typical Forest Stand South of Trail

North of trail - The stand to the north is predominantly a fully stocked stand of 30-40 year
old naturally regenerated, good quality red alder. These trees came in following a clear cut
with considerable soil disturbance approximately 40 years ago. Trees typically have a DBH
ranging from 4 to10”, with trees less than 6” DBH being suppressed and dying. Trees greater
than 8 inches DBH are dominants.
Spacing of dominant trees is approximately 15 feet, and of all other trees is 10 feet.
Underneath there are widely scattered 10-30 year old western red cedar trees, most of which
are limby but are otherwise good quality. There are also a few large 90 year old western red
cedar which are limby, but otherwise good quality present in this stand, with DBHs of
approximately 40 inches.
The understory is mostly salmonberry and sword fern. Downed wood and snags are mainly
small diameter red alder. There are only a few relict old-growth stumps north of the trail,
probably due to disturbance from past logging activities. There is a developed home-site at
the east end of this stand near the trail.
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Stewardship Area 2: Typical Forest Stand North of Trail

Wildlife
The forest stands south of the trail in Stewardship Area 2 are a haven for numerous wildlife
species due to structural, species and age diversity of trees and shrubs. The units north of the
trail are almost monotypic red alder, and from a silvicultural standpoint are more productive
for timber. If left unharvested, during the period when alder matures and starts to die,
woodpeckers and cavity nesting birds would be expected to increase usage of this area. Deer
probably heavily use the area south of the trail for browsing and thermal cove. The area
north of the trail provides limited browsing. Some of the larger stumps south of the trail may
provide dens for bear and smaller mammals. The larger trees in stands on either side of the
trail provide some limited roosting habitat for bald eagles and other raptors, and perhaps
great blue herons. Refer to Appendix I in this report for a more complete listing of wildlife
species present.

Objectives/Alternatives
·

·

Because the existing stands on either side of this road-right-of-way are privately owned,
little can be done to ensure their longevity. Within the 60 foot wide right-of-way, stands
can be maintained to allow for natural succession of forest vegetation; however a road
could be constructed in the right-of-way at some time in the future.
Augment natural succession by planting western red cedar in holes following the
blowdown or death of red alder trees. Plant on a 12 foot spacing, beyond the drip lines of
existing live trees. Prior to planting, clear planting sites of brush for a radius of at least 3
feet, and control competing brush until trees have over-topped competition.
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·

Falling limbs and trees can be expected with the mature trees in the stand south of this
trail, and a similar situation will develop as the stand to the north matures in 20-30 years.
Falling limbs and trees create a potential hazard to users. Consider cutting down alder
trees and/or creating short snags, and planting conifer trees within the 60 foot width of
the right-of-way to improve safety. Leave all downed wood for wildlife.

Field Observation Notes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Relict notched, charred old-growth cedar stump to south
Abundance of large downed trees to south
Heavy woodpecker activity in stand to south
Licorice fern on big leaf maple trees to south
Large 80-90 year old, over-mature red alder trees to south
Western hemlock trees and red huckleberry bushes growing out of relict old stumps
Young red alder stand to north of trail is naturally self-thinning
Note tree roots pancaked on top of shallow densic soil layer - exposed on south cut
bank near west end of trail
9. Old logging grade cut at west end of trail
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