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Stewardship Area 14 

 

Overview   

This stewardship area is a 0.6 mile long re-locatable, 20 foot wide trail easement from Hood 
Canal Drive to a culvert crossing at Hawk’s Hole Creek where Stewardship Area 13 begins 
to the east, plus a half acre parcel on Hood Canal Drive which provides a small parking area. 
The trail can be relocated by the property owner after a 90 day notice to Kitsap County 
Parks. The easement does not prevent logging of the trail location, however since some of 
the trail is within the stream buffer, logging would be prohibited there. The County-owned 
half acre parcel is a former sand pit. This pit has been seeded to grasses/legumes, and a 
reasonably good stand has resulted. A public road end at Hood Canal Place provides access 

to a narrow portion of the Hood Canal beach to the west of the sand pit.  

The trail passes primarily through a densely spaced, 24 year old stand of planted Douglas-fir, 
with scattered, small pockets of densely spaced red alder of similar age. East of the sand pit 
along Hood Canal Drive NE, the easement and walking trail is located for most of its 
distance along the south side of the top edge of the ravine of Hawk’s Hole Creek. The trail is 
narrow and does not provide wheelchair access. It generally provides good footing, but is 
sometimes muddy in places during winter, and shallow tree roots are sometimes slightly 
above the ground surface in the path. Soils are generally non-hydric and are on uplands. 
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Near the east end of this trail, at trail intersection 16, it intercepts an old logging road where 
it widens and is smoother and less sinuous for the last several hundred feet. At the creek 
crossing at the extreme east end, there is a 40” diameter (estimated) corrugated metal pipe 
(CMP) culvert under the old logging road. This culvert has the potential to partially block 
fish movement. Kitsap County recently replaced the culvert at Hood Canal Drive NE to 
allow for fish passage.  

For a brief description of Hawk’s Hole Creek and an assessment of habitat value, see letter 
from Brian Reese of Mid-Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group dated 5/18/2009, 
Appendix III. The “Salmonscape” website of Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (http://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/gispublic/apps/salmonscape/default.htm) shows that 
coho salmon are presumed to utilize Hawk’s Hole Creek.  

Vegetation 

This stewardship area was clear cut logged in 1985, except for the buffer which had only 
limited entry for harvest at that time.  The trail mostly winds through a 24 year old planted 
Douglas-fir stand, and occasionally overlooks the older stands of predominantly mature 

alder in the buffer along the creek, and the creek itself.  

The Douglas-fir stand bounds approximately 90% of the trail length. It is a fairly 
homogeneous, fully stocked stand of mostly Douglas-fir trees that are 24 years old. 
Dominant trees are 10-14 inches DBH, and co-dominant trees are 8-10 inches DBH. 
Suppressed trees are less than 6 inches DBH, and are in the process of dying. Soon many of 
these trees will become either dead litter on the ground surface or standing snags. Dominant 
and co-dominant trees are spaced approximately 12-15 feet apart, and are good quality but 
limby, as dead branches are not being shed very readily. There are a few scattered individual 
red alder trees that have invaded. They are of similar age as the Douglas-fir and are fair 
quality with a DBH of 4-8 inches. Overall spacing of all trees is 10-12 feet. Green crowns of 
trees are rubbing against neighboring trees due to crown closure. Understory ranges from 
nearly absent in areas of densest canopy, to variable densities of salmonberry, elderberry, 

sword fern, salal, and Oregon grape elsewhere depending on light. 
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Stewardship Area 14 - Douglas-fir stand  

Scattered within/between the Douglas-fir stand are small clumps of closely spaced, 
predominantly fair quality red alder with a few scattered bitter cherry and stump sprouted 
and seedling big leaf maple. These hardwood clumps came in due to natural regeneration 
and are of similar age as the Douglas-fir, and have shaded out the Douglas-fir within them. 
This stand bounds approximately 10% of the trail length. The DBH of these trees is 4-8 
inches, with dominants being generally greater than 6 inch DBH. Overall spacing of all trees 
in these clumps is irregular, but averages approximately 8 feet apart, with dominants spaced 
approximately 12 feet. Suppressed trees are in the process of dying. There are occasional 
volunteer 10-24 year old western red cedar trees scattered in these areas, which are limby but 
otherwise good quality. Understory is dominated by dense salmonberry in most areas, with 
elderberry, Indian plum, sword fern, Oregon grape and salal also being present, as are an 

occasional holly tree and Himalaya blackberry plant.   
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Stewardship Area 14 - Alder clump within Douglas-fir stand  

There are scattered highly decomposed old logs (>10/acre) and relict, old growth stumps 
(>10/acre), some with fire scars and notches, in various stages of decomposition scattered 
underneath these stands. There are also numerous small diameter snags and downed logs 
(>10/acre) of suppressed trees scattered throughout. There are only a few 24 year old stumps 
and downed logs from the previous logging. This may be due to the previous stand being 
mostly red alder, and the short life of this wood. It may also be due in part to logging and site 

preparation activities. 

The trail occasionally brushes the boundary of the stream buffer. The buffer is a mixed stand 
of various age classes and species of trees, but is mostly red alder. It is generally fully stocked 
with few large openings in the forest canopy. Approximately half of this stand is individuals 
and groups of 80 year old trees, but composition is variable based on location. The majority 
of trees in this age class are mature red alder, which is in the process of breaking apart, with 
a DBH of 14 to 30 inches. Western red cedar trees are the second-most common, and they 
occur in groups or as scattered individuals. They are limby but otherwise good quality with a 
DBH of 24-40 inches. There are scattered big leaf maple trees that range from poor to good 
quality, with a DBH of 14-36 inches, which are starting to break apart. There are a few 
scattered Douglas-fir which are fair to good quality in this age class, with a DBH of 24-36 
inches, but most Douglas-fir and the western hemlock in this age class are poor quality 
suppressed trees from previous stands.  They are scattered and in small clumps.  

The remaining half of this stand is younger trees, between the ages of 10-60 years old. They 
are mostly red alder with a significant percentage of western red cedar. These trees have 
naturally regenerated in more open areas following the death or blow down of overstory 
trees. The alder trees are generally only fair quality due to excessive branching. The cedar 
trees are limby but otherwise good quality. Spacing of all trees is variable, but averages 15-20 
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feet depending on location. There are also a few small areas of closely spaced, planted 24 
year old Douglas-fir or volunteer red alder of similar age, where the clear-cut of 1985 

incurred into the buffer. These stands are described in preceding paragraphs.  

Along the creek there may also be scattered willow of various ages. Understory is generally 
dense salmonberry with elderberry, Indian plum, sword fern and salal in areas. Himalayan 
Blackberry is present in some areas. Holly trees are very widely scattered. Along the narrow 
creek floodplain, red osier dogwood is also present in some areas, as well as skunk cabbage 

and lady fern in wet areas. 

 

Stewardship Area 14 - Hawk's Hole Creek & Buffer  

Wildlife 

Trees and shrubs are mostly absent at the mouth of the creek. Grasses and salt tolerant 
rushes and sedges are common on the flat terraces in this area. The channel has been 

straightened in proximity of the outlet.  

Deer trails and signs are common in this area. There is little sign of bear damage to trees, but 
bear probably frequent the area. Numerous wild fowl, deer and small mammals utilize this 
area for cover, nesting and food source.  

The young stands of red alder and Douglas-fir provide hiding and thermal cover, and plenty 
of sources for downed wood and snags as the progression of natural thinning occurs. The 
small diameter wood will rapidly decay and have limited use, but the source will be ongoing, 
and diameter will increase over time. In alder areas, overstory trees will die over time, and 
the dense understory dominated by brushy species will increase. The young conifers will 
provide habitat for small forest raptors such as sharp-skinned and Cooper’s hawk, which feed 
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on small birds feeding on brush and nesting in small trees. The Douglas-fir stand should 
continually be closed canopy, with crowns expanding as adjacent trees are crowded out. 
Long term habitat will be that of a mature second growth forest, with upper crowns 
providing habitat for canopy dwellers like Douglas squirrels, owls and bald eagles. Food 
sources will be limited, but thermal and hiding cover is excellent and its use as a travel 
corridor is probable. Bats will probably roost in the deeply grooved bark of old trees. Rodents 
will live on the forest floor in the relict downed logs and stumps, and the on-going supply of 
downed wood. Snags as they occur will be used by wood peckers and primary and secondary 
cavity nesting birds. Some trees will get heart rot, creating cavities for dens for bear and other 
mammals. Branches of fir trees provide roosting habitat for grouse and other fowl. Food 
sources will increase in alder dominated areas as the alder dies, because increased sunlight 
will stimulate the growth of fruit and nectar producing species of shrubs in the understory. 
These would be used by songbirds, thrushes, band tailed pigeons, butterflies, hummingbirds, 
raccoons and more. There is an abundance of downed wood and snags for use by numerous 
wildlife species, including primary and secondary cavity nesting birds, woodpeckers, and 
small mammals. Generally the conifer stand will not provide significant food source for most 
species, but will be used mainly for thermal cover, a travel corridor and safe haven.  

The mature red alder stand along the creek is currently a functioning riparian zone, but will 
soon start breaking apart, and considerable downed wood, snags and canopy holes will be 
created. This opening of the canopy will spur the growth of brushy species that provide 
nectar and fruit for numerous species. Young trees would also be expected to respond to 
increased sunlight with increased growth rates, to provide additional roosting and other 
habitat. The scattered 80 year old, Douglas-fir and western red cedar will create sources for 
enduring snags and downed logs and, while standing, will provide perching for bald eagles 
and shade for the creek. As alder dies and breaks up, shading of the creek will diminish, but 
large woody debris (LWD) will be added to the creek, enhancing fish habitat. The LWD will 
also be added to the ground surface, benefitting approximately100 wildlife species. The creek 

is likely used by fish, amphibians, otter, beaver, raccoons, deer, etc.  

A new culvert has been installed at Hood Canal Drive NE to allow fish passage in Hawk’s 
Hole Creek. This buffer area would benefit from planting holes of alder mortality as it occurs 
with young conifer to increase vegetative canopy cover over the creek for long term thermal 

protection.  

For a brief description of this creek and an assessment of habitat value, see letter from Brian 
Reese of Mid-Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group dated 5/18/2009,Appendix III. 

Refer to Appendix I in this report for a more complete listing of wildlife species present.  

Objectives/Alternatives 

· Because most of the property is privately owned and this is a non-fixed trail easement, 
alternatives are limited.  

· If this unit is harvested, consider suggesting to the owner variable density thinning for 
habitat and leaving corridors of closely spaced trees for wildlife travel and cover. 

· Minimize disturbance to buffer and creek. 

· Consider planting the sand pit to trees, or allow it to regenerate naturally. 

· Consider, with permission of the owner, pruning some young conifer trees along trail 
to enhance aesthetics.  

· Suggest that the owner minimize disturbance to relict old stumps and downed, 
decayed old growth logs. 
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· Consider, with permission of the owner, planting cedar trees in openings created by 
alder mortality. 

· With the permission of the owner, control non-native, invasive plants as needed 

· Consider replacing the culvert or installing a bridge if the existing culvert beneath the 
trail at the boundary between Areas 13 and 14 is determined to be a blockage to fish.  

Field Observation Notes 

1. Relict old stumps with notches and fire scars 
2.    Downed, decayed old growth logs with growth of moss, lady fern and sword fern 
3. 30 inch DBH old alder tree along trail 
4. Dense stand of planted Douglas-fir trees 
5. Stream and its buffer 
6. New fish passage culvert at Hood Canal Drive NE 
7. Hood Canal & beach at Hood Canal Place public road end 
8. Hawks and other raptors at mouth of their namesake, Hawk’s Hole Creek 

 


