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Stewardship Area 12 

 

Acreage Description: 

Predominantly western red cedar stand (north part) (Area 11 stand); predominantly 45-50 
year old red alder stand (southwest part);  stand of densely spaced, 25 year old red alder with 
scattered clumps of planted Douglas-fir of similar age (southwest corner) (Area 13 stand); 
and Lower Hawk’s pond and Hawk’s Hole Creek (southeast part) 

Overview 

The forest stand in the north part of this area is an extension of the stand described in 
Stewardship Area 11. It appears that no logging entry has been made into this stand since the 
initial clear-cut harvest of the “old-growth” in the early 1900’s, with the exception of an area 
of approximately ½ acre in vicinity of trail intersection #13 where trees have been thinned. 
Good quality dominant trees were retained in this thinning. This unit is predominantly 60-70 
year old, good quality western red cedar trees that are closely spaced, and have uniform 
overstory height. The majority of the ground surface in this unit is shaded by the closed 
canopy of trees overhead. The viewing platform of Lower Hawk’s Pond is located in this 
stand along the shoreline of the pond. In the southwest part of this area, a logging entry was 
made approximately 50 years ago and the area was essentially clear cut. The present stand is 
stocked predominantly with red alder that is 45-50 years old.  
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In the southwest corner of this area, there is a small part of the stand described in 
Stewardship Area 13, which resulted following a clear cut 25 years ago and subsequent 
replanting of Douglas-fir seedlings. The present stand is dependent on the degree of invasion 
of red alder. In areas where red alder seedlings have invaded the thickest, Douglas-fir has 
been shaded out and there is a closely spaced young red alder stand, and where less red alder 
invasion occurred there is a closely spaced stand of young Douglas-fir.  

Lower Hawk’s Pond and the outlet to Hawk’s Hole Creek are in the southeast part of this 
area. The short segment of Hawk’s Hole Creek in this area forms part of the boundary 
between Stewardship Areas 12 and 15.  A bridge was built in November of 2009 at the creek 
crossing in the extreme southwest corner of this area. Steps were installed to stabilize the 
trail segment down the steep bank leading to the new bridge. Trails in this area are not 
wheelchair accessible.  

Vegetation 

The northern part of this stewardship area is an extension of the forest stand described in 
Stewardship Area 11, with a slightly smaller average DBH of trees in the stand. This area 
contains a fully stocked overstory of predominantly second growth western red cedar, 
comprising approximately 80% of the stand. DBH range of these trees is 8-24”, and 
estimated age is 60-70 years. Most of the overstory trees are of good commercial quality, 
with straight trunks and healthy crowns. Growth rate has slowed due to tight spacing and 
uniformity of canopy. There are scattered 70-100 year old Douglas-fir with DBH of 24-32”. 
These trees stand taller than the surrounding canopy, and are generally limby above the 
surrounding canopy, but are otherwise good quality.  

There are also scattered 60-70 year old red alder comprising approximately 15% of the stand, 
that are uniquely tall and straight because they had to grow up to compete for light with the 
western red cedar canopy. These trees have a DBH of 14-24”, with a few to 32”. The alder 
trees are mature, and some have recently fallen or broken-off. More of this mortality should 
be expected in the future. Conifer trees in proximity of these new openings will grow faster 
than neighbors, being released from competition with adjacent trees for light. Overall tree 
spacing averages approximately 15 feet apart.  

The majority of the ground surface in this unit is shaded by the closed canopy of trees 
overhead. Hence, most of the forest floor is a duff of needles and scattered sword fern, 
Oregon grape and salal. There are also scattered trilliums in spring. There are scattered 
downed logs and snags (>5/acre), mostly red alder of recent origin. There are also numerous 
relict old-growth downed logs and stumps scattered throughout this area; most have fire 
marks on the bark, and some stumps have springboard notches. As red alder dies/breaks, 
both snags and downed logs will increase within the next 10-15 years. In newly created 
openings there will be increased early succession understory vegetation comprised mostly of 
salmonberry and red elderberry, providing food, cover and browse for wildlife. Where the 
existing forest floor lacks herbaceous vegetation, there is a poor food base for area wildlife, 
although this area is a source of thermal cover.  
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Northern Stewardship Area 12: 60-70 year old western red cedar stand   

The southwestern part of this stewardship area is predominantly a fully stocked red alder 
stand, with scattered small clumps of western red cedar, and a few scattered individual trees 
of older, poor quality Douglas-fir and western hemlock mostly along the pond. This area is 
bounded by the shoreline of Lower Hawk’s pond on the east and the previously described, 
predominantly western red cedar stand to the north. This area is predominantly a fair-good 
quality, 45-50 year old red alder stand that invaded due to natural reseeding. These alder 
trees are shorter and more heavily branched than those in the stand to the north because they 
have had less competition and less need to grow vertically toward sunlight. They have a 

DBH of 8-16 inches.  

There is a small component of naturally seeded, scattered individuals and clumps of western 
red cedar trees that are mostly 30-50 years old. They range from being nearly absent in areas 
to as many as 50 trees/acre in other areas - up to 25% of the stand.  They have a DBH of 10-
24” and are limby but otherwise good quality. Spacing of cedar trees within clumps is 10-15 
feet on-center. Many of the cedar trees share the overstory with alder. Overstory trees have 
an average spacing of 15-20’. The ground surface is littered in areas with dead, small 
diameter alder trees, and there are numerous standing dead, mostly small diameter alder 
snags. There are a few scattered, fair to poor quality Douglas-fir and western hemlock trees 
with a DBH of 20-30” that are approximately 80 years old, mainly near the shoreline of 

Lower Hawk’s pond.  

The understory is dominated by dense salmonberry in most areas, but also present are red 
elderberry, Indian plum, sword fern, lady fern and salal, and occasionally a holly tree and 
Himalayan blackberry plant. There are a few relict old-growth downed logs and stumps 
scattered throughout this area; most have fire marks on bark, and some stumps have 

springboard notches. 
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Southwest Stewardship Area 12: 45-50 year old red alder stand 

In the southwest tip, a small segment of the stand of Stewardship Area 13 extends into this 
stewardship area. This is a 25 year old stand of predominantly closely spaced red alder, with 
scattered groves of Douglas-fir. This unit was clear cut 25 years ago and replanted to 
Douglas-fir seedlings. Subsequently red alder invaded to varying degrees. In areas where red 
alder seedlings invaded the thickest (2/3rds of the unit), Douglas-fir has been shaded out and 
there is a closely spaced red alder stand; where less invasion occurred, the Douglas-fir stand 

remains as groves.  

In areas of red alder, spacing of trees is dense and averages 6 feet, with larger, dominant trees 
being approximately 10 feet apart. The range in DBH is 2-10 inches, with dominants 
generally being greater than 6 inches. Dominants are good quality trees with healthy crowns; 
suppressed and dying trees have poor tops and frequent breakage. There is lots of downed 
wood and snags of small diameter alder as natural thinning occur. There is some natural 
reproduction of western red cedar underneath. These are 10-25 years old. The cedar occurs 
in small clumps or individual trees, and stocking ranges from 15-50 trees per acre. These 
trees are limby but otherwise good quality. There has been essentially no survival of 

Douglas-fir seedlings within the red alder areas.  

The understory is mostly dense salmonberry and red elderberry, with sword fern and some 
salal in areas. Douglas-fir stands occur as scattered groves (1/3rd of the unit). Within these 
groves trees have a uniform spacing of 12-15 feet and DBH of 8-13”.  Crown closure has 
occurred, and larger diameter trees are starting to overtop trees with a DBH of less than 6 
inches.  Generally trees are good quality but limby, because despite the fact lower limbs are 
dead due to shading, they haven’t been shed to date. Approximately 10% of these Douglas-
fir stands are composed of scattered individual red alder trees with a DBH of 6-10 inches. 
They are usually good quality because they have been forced to grow tall and straight to 
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reach for sunlight. At the present time, there are few snags and little downed wood, but the 
natural thinning process will create an abundance of snags and downed wood for years to 
come in both the red alder and conifer areas. Understory vegetation is nearly absent in the 
interior of the Douglas-fir stands except for widely scattered sword fern, due to heavy 
shading. There are a few relict old-growth downed logs and stumps scattered throughout this 
area; most have fire marks on bark, and some stumps have springboard notches. 

Lower Hawk’s Pond comprises most of the southeastern part of this unit. There is a dense 
cover of native trees and shrubs along the pond edge, except for a couple of large holly trees. 
The pond is a mix of open water and areas of emergent vegetation and brushy vegetation, 
with numerous snags, stumps and downed logs, with root balls forming small islands in 
areas. Beaver activity in this marsh has had a profound effect on plant communities present. 

See “Wetland Identification and Assessment” – 1993 for details.  

 

Lower Hawk's Pond North of Beaver Dam 
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Lower Hawk's Pond South of Beaver Dam 

Hawk’s Hole Creek forms part of the south boundary of this stewardship area. For a brief 
description of this creek and vegetation along its riparian corridor, and an assessment of 
habitat value, see letter from Brian Reese of Mid-Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement 

Group dated 5/18/2009. 

 
Hawk's Hole Creek & Riparian Corridor downstream of bridge  


