
Hansville Greenway 
A brief history of the Nature Preserve  

and wildlife Sanctuary on the northern  

Kitsap  Peninsula.  

GREENWAY VISION BEGINS  - 1991 

The concept for the Hansville Greenway began 

in 1991 with a document written by Sid 

Knutson, a retired engineer and Hansville resi-

dent.  The report: ”Greater Hansille, A Strategy 

for Preservation, Protection and Public Enjoy-

ment of Open Space/Sensitive Areas” set forth 

the vision for the Hansville Greenway.  It in-

cluded preliminary plans for a system of  hiking 

trails and for public access to saltwater beaches. 

 

WETLANDS ASSESSMENT  - 1991-92 

Hansville and Point No Point wetlands were 

identified and assessed by a professional wet-

lands botanist assisted by 16 Hansville volun-

teers.  The $2,500 cost was funded by the Puget 

Sound Water Quality Authority (PSWQA). 

 

CONSERVATION FUTURES FUNDING - 

Hansville volunteers nominated 4 areas for 

funding under Kitsap County’s Conservation 

Futures Program.  Two of the projects, the 

Point No Point wetlands and the Greenway, 

were funded.  Hansville volunteers spent 120 

hours preparing the nominations. 

 

WETLANDS ASSESSMENT - 1992-93  

Buck Lake, Upper and Lower Hawks ponds and 

Hawks Hole Creek were assessed by a profes-

sional wetlands botanist.  The $12,000 cost was 

funded by PSWQA.  60% of the work was done 

by 20 Hansville volunteers who provided project 

management, draft report maps, data collection 

and field observations.  These reports are being 

used by regulatory agencies to determine land 

use permitting requirements for any activities 

planned in or adjacent to these wetlands.  The 

data has been used to develop strategies to pre-

serve and protect open space and sensitive areas 

in the Greater Hansville Area. 



THE COMMUNITY PLAN  - 1993 

The plan was prepared by an architectural 

planning firm assisted by 38 Hansville volun-

teers. The cost, $40,000, was funded by Kitsap 

County ($14,000), Hansville citizens ($13,500), 

Wash. Dept. of Ecology ($10,000), and the Laird 

Norton Foundation ($2,500). Goals included es-

tablishing open space corridors to support di-

versity and continuity of natural systems and to 

interconnect the Hansville community with a 

trail network consisting of both on-road and off-

road pathways.   The intent of the open space 

system is to create large, contiguous areas of 

undeveloped land in order to preserve and pro-

tect wildlife and natural systems. 

 

TRAIL MASTER PLAN COMPLETED - 1996 

The Greenway Trail System master plan was 

completed by a landscape architectural firm as-

sisted by 14 Hansville volunteers.  The cost, 

$27,400, was funded by grants and the Wash. 

Dept. of Ecology.   

 

HANSVILLE GREENWAY LAND 

ACQUIRED  - 1995 - 1997 

Kitsap County acquired 4 land parcels totaling 

174.5 acres by purchase and donations.  Total 

cost: $1,438,300. 

 

STUDENT EDUCATION PROGRAM  - 1996 

A 5th grade educational program was initiated 

by the North Kitsap School District with the 

help of Hansville volunteers.  It is an ongoing 

program today. 

 

HANSVILLE WETLANDS RESTORATION 

STUDY COMPLETED  - 1997 

The plan was completed by a wetland restora-

tion specialty firm assisted by Hansville volun-

teers.  The cost, $30,300, was funded by Wash. 

Dept. of Ecology (11,700), Hansville citizens 

($7,600), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

($5,000), and Wiltermood Associates ($6,000).  

 

STEWARDSHIP MANUAL  - 1997  

This manual was prepared by wildlife biologists 

and a forester from the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service assisted by Hansville  volun-

teers.  It was approved by the Kitsap County 

Commissioners as the guiding document for de-

velopment, operation and maintenance of Hans-

ville Greenway Park lands. 

 



POINT  NO POINT PARK  LAND 

ACQUIRED  - 1999 

Kitsap County purchases 35 acres of wetland 

and shore land adjacent to the Point No Point 

lighthouse.  Cost $1.8 million. 

 

GREENWAY TRAIL CONSTRUCTION 

AND MAINTENANCE  

More than 4 miles of trails have been built en-

tirely by Hansville volunteers.  In addition, vol-

unteers have constructed a building to store 

tools and materials, an information kiosk, 5 

view platforms, 5 bridges, 15 trail sign markers 

and 11 signs designating the wildlife sanctuary 

and nature preserve aspect of the Greenway.  

Design and construction drawings of the struc-

tures were all donated.  Volunteers have do-

nated more than 5,000 hours for trail construc-

tion and maintenance.  They also make trail 

maps and brochures for users to find their way 

and understand the Greenway concept.  Expen-

ditures for trail maintenance and construction, 

including planning, design, project management 

and administration, from 1998 through 2005, 

was approximately $63,000. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALDER WETLANDS TRAIL - 2005 

A 1,200 foot wheel chair accessible trail was 

built through the wetlands area between Twin 

Spits Drive and Shoreview Drive.  The trail in-

cludes 150 feet of boardwalk and 1,050 feet of 

crushed rock.  In addition, volunteers  restored 

more than 5,000 sq. ft. of damaged wetlands.   

 

FORBES LANDING PROPERTY PUR-

CHASED BY KITSAP COUNTY - 2005 

The Greenway Association provided assistance 

and planning to Kitsap County to apply for a 

state grant to purchase the 2.96 acres of water-

front property in the center of Hansville.  A $1 

million grant was awarded and the property 

was purchased for a waterfront park and as a 

terminus of the Greenway trail system.   The site 

has 420 feet of sandy no-bank waterfront.  The 

formulation of plans for the park’s eventual us-

ages is now underway. 



HAWK’S HOLE CREEK PROPERTY  - 2005 

A grant was also awarded to Kitsap County for the 

purchase of property  from the South end of the 

Greenway to Hood Canal near Shorewoods.   Negotia-

tions are underway to purchase the property.  Once 

acquired, this addition will provide a trail system ex-

tending from Hood Canal to Puget Sound.  Planning 

and building the trail system will be an important vol-

unteer effort by the Greenway Association.   

 

HANSVILLE GREENWAY ASSOCIATION  - 2005 

The association was founded to ensure that a group of 

dedicated individuals will carry on the maintenance 

and future expansion and development of the Hansville 

Greenway. The association functions under the 

“fiduciary sponsorship” of the non-profit Great Penin-

sula Conservancy. 

 

THE GREENWAY ASSOCIATION’S MISSION: 

To preserve natural areas and wildlife on the Northern 

Kitsap Peninsula for the benefit of future generations. 

 

GOALS:  

♦ Protect natural areas and wildlife. 

♦ Provide a continuous recreational trail system 

from Puget Sound to Hood Canal that links 

neighborhoods with natural areas and recreational 

areas. 

♦ Provide opportunities for education and awareness 

programs about the benefits of preserving wildlife 

and natural areas. 

♦ Work cooperatively with government agencies, 

other community groups, and businesses to accom-

plish the mission. 

 

For more information on how you can be involved with  

the Hansville  Greenway contact Ken Shawcroft, 360-

638-2495. 

Hansville Greenway  
A  Nature Preserve and wildlife Sanctuary on 

the northern Kitsap  Peninsula.  


