Stewardship Area 7

Size: 4.4 acres

Overview
This stewardship area is predominantly grassy meadow, which was historically cleared,
seeded and used as pasture/hayfield. An aerial photo from 1965 shows complete tree cover
in this area, and one from 1989 shows it cleared. The field presently has a significant
percentage of domestic grasses and legumes, which is indicative of past management. Most
of the meadow is comprised of well drained upland soils, but there are several small low
lying wet areas with poorly drained soils in the northern part. There is a kiosk bulletin board
erected in this area. This area is mowed periodically to maintain meadow habitat, and
control invasive Himalayan blackberry. A few native trees and shrubs have been planted
along the edge of the meadow in the southeast corner within the past 10 years, and they are
doing nicely. There is a 25 foot long boardwalk over a wet area dominated by reed canary
grass in the northern part of this area. Trails in this area are mowed and well vegetated with
grass sod, and they all are wheelchair accessible.

Vegetation
The meadow consists predominantly of native and non-native grasses. Grass species
observed include bentgrass, orchardgrass, velvetgrass, sweet vernalgrass, reed canary grass,
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crested dogtail, timothy and tall fescue. Reed canarygrass, bentgrass and velvetgrass
predominate in wet areas. Soft rush and buttercup are also growing extensively in wet areas.
Vetch, eyebright, curly dock, white clover, red clover, plantain and dandelion are present
throughout the meadow. Along the edges of the meadow there are thickets of Himalayan
blackberry, salmonberry, trailing blackberry, vetch and stinging nettle. There has been little
invasion of woody vegetation in the meadow, probably due to periodic mowing.
There are a few large Douglas-fir trees along the shoreline of Buck Lake. These are 60-90
years old and have a DBH of 24-36 inches. The lake is rimmed by cattails, and patches of
spirea, willow, red alder and western red cedar. There is a clump and a few scattered
individual trees of 15-20 year old red alder, Douglas-fir, western red cedar, willow and
Pacific madrone in the northern portion of the area.

Stewardship Area 7: Meadow in foreground

Wildlife
Voles and other microtine rodents are evident in the meadow area due to the dense grasses.
Coyote and raptors probably frequent the meadow to feed on these rodents as well as rabbits.
Deer undoubtedly use the meadow to browse on brush along edges and on forbs. Abundance
of salmonberry and other shrubs along the edges of the meadow promote wildlife species
which feed on berries and nectar. The larger trees around the perimeter provide some limited
roosting/perching habitat for bald eagles and other raptors, and probably promote their use
of meadow. It is likely that great blue herons hunt for rodents, and bats and birds hunt for
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insects in the meadow. Amphibians probably utilize the wetland to some extent, but
breeding habitat is limited due to a lack of ponding of water into spring most years. The
presence of Buck Lake promotes the use of this area by numerous species although wildlife
use is probably limited to some extent by human activity. For a complete listing of wildlife
species present, refer to Appendix I in this report.

Objectives/Alternatives
·
·

·

·

·

Actively maintain this area as a grass-forb (meadow) community.
Bird boxes could be provided on posts to make up for the lack of nest sites for cavity
nesters. Species specific box placement (aspect, height, etc.) and maintenance is
necessary. Bat boxes could be placed on trees at lake margins to encourage local bat
populations.
Mechanical control (weed whacker, mower, etc.) or hand cutting could be used to
prevent further encroachment of invasive woody and herbaceous species into the
meadow. Controlled llama grazing or goat browsing may also be considered.
Less invasive native species could be planted in wet areas to slow the spread of invasive
wetland plants such as soft rush and reed canary grass. Native species may include
dagger leaved rush, small-flowered bulrush, sawbeak sedge, and slough sedge. Tansy
ragwort, soft rush and yellow iris can be controlled by hand pulling.
Consideration may be given to other means to improve meadow habitat such a
constructing brush piles to create small mammal habitat and seeding legumes (clover,
vetch, etc.) to promote quail, deer, and other forb browsers. Also, native shrubs and
trees (rose, snowberry, elderberry, red flowering currant, vine maple, Pacific dogwood,
etc.) could be planted at the meadow/forest transition zone to provide wildlife food and
shelter and additional color. Blue camas could be planted to mimic prairie habitat.

Field Observation Notes
1.
2.
3.
4.

Glacial erratics (large granitic boulders) in northern part
Wetland areas dominated by reed canary grass
Buck Lake shoreline
Natural succession of vegetation occurring in northern part of this area where there
is the invasion of native trees and shrubs
5. Meadow habitat
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