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Stewardship Area 3 – 20 Acres 

 

Overview 

This stewardship area outside the lake and creek buffers (approximately 1/3rd of the area) 
was generally clear-cut in the early 1990s, and considerable land clearing operations 
occurred following logging. Bare areas were re-seeded to a pasture mix, and a few scattered 
Douglas-fir and noble fir were planted. At this time, a dense stand of invading red alder 
dominates most of this cleared area, except for the small predominantly grassy area named 

Bear Meadow.  

The majority of this unit is the buffer to Buck Lake and to the intermittently flowing small 
stream which outlets the lake. This buffer is a moderately stocked mixed stand of mostly 
poor quality trees which remain following the “high-grade” logging that occurred at the 
same time as the adjoining clear cut, with the best conifer trees being removed. The small 
openings created in this buffer during logging have regenerated to mostly varying densities of 

red alder.  

There is a small, intermittent stream which flows in a northerly direction from Buck Lake. 
This stream is non-fish bearing. The shoreline of Buck Lake is dominated by emergent 
wetland vegetation for an average width of approximately 50 feet. The trail throughout this 

unit is wheelchair accessible, except for the reach at the north end to and from the bridge.  
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Vegetation  

Bear Meadow - This is a grass stand that resulted in the early 1990s following the clear cut 
logging, land clearing, and grass seeding activities. This grassy area has a significant 
percentage of orchard grass and tall fescue, but also has considerable velvet grass and bent 
grass, and some invasive canary grass. There is some invasion of Himalayan blackberry, 
salmonberry and bracken fern. The grasses create a microtine rodent (voles and mice) 
habitat, which can lead to girdling of tree seedlings, thereby sustaining the meadow. The trail 

through this meadow is mowed. 

 

Stewardship Area 3: Bear Meadow 

Dense alder stand - Naturally seeded red alder invaded following the clear cut logging, land 
clearing and grass seeding activities. A few scattered Douglas-fir and noble fir seedlings were 
planted during the fall of 1993. Most of these conifer trees are now dead and any survivors 
are dying because they have been overtopped by the dense stand of naturally seeded red 
alder, which is approximately 15 years old. Himalayan blackberry is also being shaded out 
by this dense alder stand except immediately along the trail. The diameter at breast height 
(DBH) of the alder trees is 2-6 inches. Spacing is somewhat irregular, but averages 
approximately 5 feet; larger trees are spaced approximately 10 feet apart.  

There are a few clumps and individuals of older red alder, Douglas-fir, western hemlock and 
western red cedar trees. The alder, fir and hemlock are generally poor quality trees that were 
suppressed or co-dominant in the previous stand. These trees are generally 80-90 years old. 
The western red cedars are 50-60 years old. They are limby but otherwise good quality. DBH 
of these conifer trees ranges from 12-24 inches. Understory is mostly salmonberry, stinging 
nettle, elderberry and sword fern.  
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Stewardship Area 3: Dense Alder Stand  

Buck Lake and creek buffer - The majority of this unit is the buffer to Buck Lake and the 
intermittently flowing small stream which outlets the lake. This buffer is a moderately 
stocked mixed stand of mostly western red cedar and poor commercial quality western 
hemlock, Douglas-fir, red alder and willow. The small openings created in this buffer by 
logging have regenerated to mostly varying densities of approximately 15 year old red alder. 
Understory vegetation in this unit consists mainly of red elderberry, salmonberry and 

thimbleberry. There are numerous relict stumps and downed logs within buffers. 

 


