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Stewardship Area 17   

 

 

Overview  

This stewardship area is a fixed 40 foot wide trail easement approximately a half mile long 
that generally goes in an east-west direction between Hansville Road and the end of Thors 
Rd. It passes through forested property owned by Pope Resources. The property has been 
platted and lots are for sale. Therefore in the future the properties under the easements could 
have as many as seven different owners. North of the eastern half of the trail is a riparian 
area that is protected from logging in the covenants and restrictions for the 
development.  Kitsap County has no control regarding timber management within or 
adjacent to this easement. The western third of this trail is primitive and is not wheelchair 
accessible. The remainder of the trail is on old logging roads which have steep areas that 
would also prevent wheelchair use. For the purpose of this assessment, this trail is divided 
into 10 sections.  

There is a small perennial stream being fed by springs/wetlands within the concave area 
traversed by trail section 3. This is a small “step-over” stream mostly covered by old logs. In 
the small valley near the east end of the trail, there are intermittent flows of surface water 
during the rainy season. A small culvert is present in the low point beneath the road/trail fill 
to accommodate these flows. These streams are tributaries to a larger stream which outlets 
into Puget Sound in Point No Point Park. According to WDFW-“Salmonscape”, this is not 
a salmon bearing stream system. The only wetlands observed within this stewardship area 
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are springs within the concave area traversed by trail section 3, and those associated with the 

“stream” in the small valley near the east end of the stewardship area.    

As with all areas in the Hansville Greenways, this stewardship area was clear-cut in the early 
1920’s (as per Ken Shawcroft). Relict old growth stumps, many with springboard notches, 
reference this epic period of logging. Following this initial logging, slash was generally 
burned, based on fire scarring of most relict old-growth stumps. A railroad was used to haul 

logs to saltwater.  

The entire stand of trees that this trail passes through was logged again around 1970 when 
another general clear-cut occurred. Some clumps and scattered trees were left, probably to 
meet Forest Practices Act requirements. Older leave trees generally had defects which 
reduced their value, and younger trees were too small. Cleared areas were probably 
replanted to Douglas-fir on approximately 12 foot spacing. Establishment was rather 
unsuccessful, because fully stocked stands of Douglas-fir are currently only present in small 
clumps and as scattered individual trees. Only the relatively short trail segments 6 and 7 go 
through stands that are or were fully stocked with planted Douglas-fir. All other stands had 
significant, rapid invasion of red alder following the clear-cut, which apparently shaded out 
most of the Douglas-fir. There was also some subsequent invasion of western red cedar to 

varying degrees in most areas.  

Trail segments 1and 3 go through fully stocked stands that are 50/50 and 60/40 mixes of red 
alder and conifer, respectively. Along trail segment 1 most alder trees are approximately 40 
years old, and most conifer is a mix of 40 year old Douglas-fir, 60-100 year old western 
hemlock, grand fir and western red cedar, and 10-40 year old western red cedar. Root rot is 
present in this stand based on mortality and blow-down of conifer trees with roots exhibiting 
rot. Along trail segment 3 approximately 2/3rds of the canopy is occupied by 80-100 year 
trees which are western red cedar, western hemlock and red alder.  Areas cleared by logging 
intrusion in 1970 have fully stocked stands of 40 year old red alder and 10-40 year old cedar. 
Along trail segments 1 and 3 the alder and conifer may be intermixed individual trees or 

clumps.  

Trail segments 2 and 4 go through predominantly fully stocked, 40 year old red alder stands.  

Trail segment 6 goes through a fully stocked plantation of 40 year old Douglas-fir.  

Trail segment 7 is along a recently thinned (2008) Douglas-fir stand. Following thinning this 
stand has only a moderate stocking level. Cleared areas have not been replanted to trees, and 
brushy vegetation predominates in openings.  

Trail segment 8 goes through a moderately stocked mixed stand that is approximately a 
66/34 mix of 40 year old red alder and Douglas-fir, respectively. Most alder trees are fair 
quality and fir are fair to good quality. There are scattered generally poor quality 60-100 year 
old western hemlock, Douglas-fir and red alder, and limby but otherwise good quality 
western red cedar of similar age. There are numerous small holes in the canopy where 

brushy vegetation predominates. 

Trail segments 5 and 9 adjoin areas to the south that recently have been heavily logged 
(2008). Trees that remain are mostly poor quality red alder at a wide spacing. These areas are 
poorly stocked with trees and there are numerous large holes in the canopy where brushy 

vegetation predominates. Logged areas have not been replanted to trees. 
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At the east end of this stewardship area, the trail intersects a north-south access road at a 
point that is approximately 150 feet south and downhill of a gate at the end of Thors Rd NE. 
This road is designated as trail segment 10, and the stand to the west of this road is described 
along trail segment 8, with the older conifer component of this stand being adjacent to the 
road. The stand to the east is on neighboring property and is moderately stocked with mostly 
poor to fair quality, mature Douglas-fir that had the best quality trees removed during a 

previous logging entry many years earlier. 

Stand Types from West to East along Trail: 

(1) Starting at the trail head at Hansville Road, the first stand is an approximately equal mix 
of conifer and alder trees that are predominantly 40 years old.  Intermixed are a few scattered 
small clumps and individuals of mostly 60-100 year old conifer trees. The most notable 
clump in this age class is at the start of the trail head along Hansville road that includes 

mostly cedar trees, and a 150 year old Douglas-fir with a DBH of 42 inches.  

(2) As the trail heads east, it next passes through a predominantly 40 year old red alder stand 

for a length of approximately 150 feet. 

(3) The trail then drops steeply downhill into a concave area with multiple springs and a 
small, perennial stream.  An estimated 60 percent of the canopy in this area is occupied by 
80-100 year old predominantly red cedar and red alder. Some of these alder are unusually 
large, but are breaking apart due to old age. Between these large trees are fully stocked stands 
of clumps and individual trees of western red cedar and red alder that are mostly 40 years 
old. There are some magnificent, large relict old-growth stumps and downed logs in this 
unit. The stream is almost entirely covered with old growth logs. Nurse logs are notable as 

well.  

(4) As the trail levels off from an uphill climb out of the concave area, the new stand is like 

the alder stand described for segment 2.  

(5) At a distinct curve in the trail toward the east where the trail assumes an old logging road 
(this roadway is the trail in a west-east direction to the east end of this stewardship area), a 
logged area is visible to the south of the trail for a trail length of approximately 100 feet. The 
stand which was logged (2008) was probably similar to the red alder stands of trail segments 
2 and 4. Trees that remain are widely spaced poor quality red alder, suppressed poor quality 
Douglas-fir, and limby but otherwise good quality western red cedar. Spacing of trees is 
approximately 25-30 feet. Openings have not been planted to trees, and they have dense 
stands of early successional brush and brambles. After the 100 feet of trail where the logged 

area is visible, the fully stocked alder stand previously described resumes on both sides.  

(6) The trail next passes through a small stretch of fully stocked Douglas-fir plantation that is 

40 years old.  

(7) Because the plantation has been “thinned” to the south by logging (2008), only a short 
section of trail has plantation on both sides. This occurred in proximity of an intersection 
with another logging road heading off to the south. It appears the best quality trees were 
taken. Some dominant, Douglas-fir trees are left that have good crowns, but generally there 
is defect. Most trees that are left are co-dominant or suppressed Douglas-fir with small tops 
and scattered heavily branched, low quality red alder. Spacing between leave trees is 15-30 

feet. Most openings have dense brush and brambles and have not been planted to trees.  
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(8) As the trail continues easterly it goes steeply uphill and then downhill through a 
moderately stocked mixed stand that is approximately 2/3rds fair quality red alder and 1/3rd 
fair to good quality conifer that is generally limby. Most trees are 40 years old, with scattered 
older poor to fair quality trees that occur as individuals and small clumps. There are 

numerous small holes in the canopy where brushy vegetation predominates.  

(9) For the last several hundred feet of the east-west trail, to the south the stand described 
along trail segment 8 was heavily logged (2008). Remaining trees are poorly stocked and 
there are 50 foot wide openings between individuals and small clumps of trees. Most 
remaining trees are poor quality red alder that are 40 years old, and a few scattered 40-60 
year old Douglas-fir with defect and 40 year old western red cedar that are limby but 
otherwise good quality. Openings have a dense stand of early successional brush and 

brambles, and have not been planted to trees. 

(10) At the east end of this stewardship area, the trail intersects a north-south access road at a 
point that is approximately 150 feet south and downhill of a gate at the end of Thors Road 
NE. The stand to the west of this road is the stand described for trail section 8 with the older 
conifer component being adjacent to the road, and the stand to the east is mostly poor to fair 
quality, mature Douglas-fir, which had the best quality trees removed during a previous 

logging entry many years before.   

There is a small perennial stream being fed by springs/wetlands within the concave area 
traversed by trail section 3. There are periodic flows of surface water during the rainy season 
in the small valley near the east end of the trail; a small culvert is present in the low point 
beneath the road/trail fill to accommodate this.  
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Stand of 40 year old conifer and red alder, with scattered 60-100 year old conifer 

  

  

 

Trail segments 2 & 4 – Fully stocked stands of 40 year old red alder 
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Trail segment 6 - Fully stocked Douglas-fir plantation

 

Trail segment 7 – Thinned Douglas fir plantation to the south 


