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Stewardship Area 16 

 

Overview 

This stewardship area is a conservation and trail easement from Pope Resources which is 
100 feet wide by approximately 4600 feet long, plus a 20 foot wide by approximately 950 
foot long trail easement along the west side of Hansville Road. The conservation easement 
generally prohibits the construction of any buildings and the cutting of any trees within the 
easement, and allows the construction and maintenance of an unpaved trail and interpretive 
signs for public pedestrian, horse, and non-motorized recreational use. The property owner 
can relocate the trail after giving the County 90 days’ notice. The existing trail is primitive 

and is not suitable for wheelchairs.  

The segment of trail within Stand 5 (see description below) crosses three small streams. The 
westernmost stream has a walking bridge, the center stream has plywood laid down on wet 
soils to facilitate crossing, and the easternmost is a “step over” crossing. There is also a relict 
old growth log across the trail within this segment. These streams are tributaries to a larger 
stream which outlets into Puget Sound in Hansville. According to Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife -“Salmonscape”, this is not a salmon bearing stream system. The only 

wetlands observed within this stewardship area are associated with these streams.    

As with all areas in the Hansville Greenway, this stewardship area was originally clear cut 
logged in the early 1920’s (as per Ken Shawcroft). Relict old growth stumps, many with 
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springboard notches, reference this epic period of logging. Following this initial logging, 
slash was generally burned, based on fire scarring of most relict old-growth stumps. A 
railroad was used to haul logs to saltwater. It is noteworthy the trail heading northerly from 
sign post 18 along the western edge of this area is an old railroad grade, with tracks and rails 

long since removed.  

The stand of trees in the westernmost part, trail segment 5, was again logged in 1985 when a 
general clear cut occurred. This area was subsequently replanted to Douglas-fir on 
approximately a 12’ spacing and stand establishment was successful, because a fully stocked 

stand of Douglas-fir is present in most areas.  

Trail segments 1 through 4 go through stands which are mostly 40 years old, indicative of a 
logging entry approximately in 1970. Stands associated with segments 1 and 4 were 
generally clear cut at that time, and those associated with 2 and 3 were logged to a slightly 
lesser extent. It is presumed that all areas were replanted to Douglas-fir following logging. 
The resultant stand in trail segment 1 is mostly fully stocked Douglas-fir and in trail segment 
4 is fully stocked red alder. The stand associated with segment 2 is a moderately stocked 
mixed stand of red alder and Douglas-fir with scattered older trees of these species. The 
resultant stand in trail segment 3 is fully stocked with mostly clumps and individual trees of 
western red cedar mixed with red alder that are mostly 40 years old, with scattered older 

trees of these species.  

At the trailhead off Hansville Road near the east end of this stewardship area, there is an 
abandoned sand pit adjoining the easement to the southwest. This pit has been abandoned 
for 5-10 years, based on the age of invading vegetation.  

Summary of Stands 

Stand types from east to west along the trail in this area are as follows:  

Stand 1: The first stand starting at the trail head at Hansville Road is predominantly a 40 
year old Douglas-fir plantation. Intermixed at the start of the trail and along edges 
paralleling Hansville Road is 50% mostly natural reproduction of 10-15 year old Douglas-fir, 
red alder, western hemlock and western red cedar, with considerable Himalayan blackberry 

invasion in openings and stump sprouted maple along the road.  

Stand 2: As the trail goes downhill and proceeds 300 feet on either side of the corner, the 
stand is mostly a moderately stocked mix of red alder (66%) and Douglas-fir (34%) that are 
40 years old with scattered older trees of the same species. Within the conifer component are 

pockets of trees infected with root rot as evidenced by snags and blow-down.  

Stand 3: Beyond this, the next 600 feet of trail goes through a fully stocked, mixed stand of 
western red cedar (60%) and red alder (40%) that are mostly 40 years old. The western red 
cedar occurs as dense clumps and individual trees intermixed with red alder trees. There are 

scattered trees of both species that are older. 

Stand 4: The next 700 feet of trail goes through a fully stocked red alder stand that is 40 years 
old. This stand includes the trail pathway and area to the south. The stand north of the trail 

for this length is similar to that described for trail section (3).  

Stand 5: The remainder of the trail, starting at several stump sprouted maples, proceeds 
through a fully stocked 25 year old Douglas fir plantation with scattered individuals and 
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small clumps of red alder that are natural reproduction of similar age. There are three small 
stream crossings (only the westernmost has a walking bridge). Wetlands associated with 

these streams are dominated by moderately stocked stands of red alder.  

Detailed Descriptions of Stands by Trail Segment  

Starting at the Hansville Road crossing, the following detail applies to the trail segments: 

Trail Segment 1 - Fully stocked plantation of 40 year old Douglas-fir 

Trail Segment 1 - This portion goes through a fully stocked plantation of mostly Douglas-fir 
that is approximately 40 years old. This indicates the previous stand was clear-cut and 
subsequently planted around 1970.  As trees compete for light, nutrients and moisture, those 
with the most vigor and best genetics will usually out-compete their neighbors. In this stand 
dominant trees are good quality Douglas-fir with a DBH of 12-15 inches, and full crowns. 
Co-dominant Douglas-fir trees are slightly smaller with a DBH of 6-12 inches, with small 
crowns. Crowns are small due to crowding by neighboring trees and being overtopped by 

dominants. In this stand there are also scattered red alder with a DBH of 4-10 inches.  

Dominant red alder have a DBH of greater than 6” and are generally of good quality. They 
occupy part of the main forest canopy. Suppressed Douglas-fir and red alder trees generally 
have a DBH of 6 inches or less, are underneath the main canopy, and are being shaded out 
of the stand. All conifer trees tend to retain dead braches along the trunk. There are stump 
sprouted big leaf maple of similar age that are poor to fair quality scattered in this stand, 
mostly along the edge paralleling Hansville Road. Maple shoots have a DBH of 6-12 inches 
and are generally heavily branched due to abundant sunlight. There are also a few 60-70 year 
old poor quality Douglas-fir scattered in this stand.  
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Average overall spacing of all trees is 12 feet, with dominants being 15 feet apart. Intermixed  
in clumps (mostly at the start of the trail) are 50% stocking of natural reproduction 10-15 
year old Douglas-fir, red alder, western hemlock and western red cedar. Average DBH of 
these younger trees is 4-6 inches, with dominants being of good quality with a DBH of 
approximately 6 inches.  Spacing within these clumps is irregular but tight, with an average 
of 6 feet between trees. Understory is mostly stinging nettle, salmonberry, trailing blackberry, 
Oregon grape, salal, and foam flower where there is adequate light. Beneath areas of closed 
conifer canopy there is little sunlight reaching the forest floor and understory is nearly 
absent. Along Hansville Road there are many openings which are dominated by 
salmonberry, thimbleberry and Himalayan blackberry. There are a few scattered holly trees. 
There are more than 10 downed logs and snags/acre, mostly of small diameter suppressed 

trees. There is scattered relict, old growth stumps and logs.  

 

Trail Segment 2: Moderately stocked stand of mostly 40 year old red alder  

 

Trail Segment 2 -  This segment proceeds downhill from segment 1 going approximately 300 
feet to a sharp corner, and then going an additional 300 feet to the west. Based on the age of 
most of the trees in this segment, there was a significant logging entry around 1970 where 
many trees were taken, but the site was not clear-cut. 

Logged areas were replanted to Douglas-fir with only moderate survival, and there was 
significant invasion of red alder, but not to the extent that a fully stocked stand resulted. 
Hence, this stand is a moderately stocked mix of mostly red alder with scattered conifer. 
Approximately 75% of the stand is 40 years old and is a mix of fair to good quality red alder 
(66%) and good quality Douglas-fir (34%), with DBH of 10-14 inches and 12-16 inches, 

respectively.  


