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Stewardship Area 15 

 

Description 

At twenty-two acres, this is predominantly a closely spaced 25 year old red alder stand with 
scattered 10-25 year old western red cedar on uplands to north of road easement. It contains 
herbaceous vegetation adjacent to the road within the easement; is a fully stocked stand of 25 
year old red alder within wetland fringe of Lower Hawk’s Pond along the south perimeter; 
and is a fully stocked, mixed stand of mostly 70-80 year-old western red cedar and red alder 
on the island within Lower Hawk’s Pond; Lower Hawk’s Pond; Hawk’s Hole Creek and the 

buffer along the west edge of stewardship area. 

Overview 

From the center of the road north 50 feet is a trail easement from Pope Resources. The 
County has no say in management within this easement. The roadway is graveled and 
provides a good trail. The south edge of this easement is the south boundary of much of this 
stewardship area. There are several 18 inch diameter plastic culverts underneath the road 
that carry small streams that are fed by upslope springs to the south. North of this easement, 

this stewardship area is owned and managed by the County.  

As with all areas in the Hansville Greenway, this stewardship area was originally clear cut 
logged in the early 1920’s (as per Ken Shawcroft). Relict old growth stumps, many with 
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springboard notches, reference this epic period of logging. Following this initial logging, 

slash was generally burned, based on fire scarring of most relict old-growth stumps.  

A railroad was used to haul logs to saltwater. It is noteworthy that the trail heading northerly 
from sign post 18 along the eastern edge of this area is an old railroad grade, with tracks and 

rails long since removed.  

The majority of this area was logged again in 1985 when the existing stand of trees on 
uplands south of Lower Hawk’s Pond was generally clear-cut. The stand which was logged 
in 1985 was probably mostly red alder trees, evidenced by the absence of residual stumps. A 
limited number of trees were taken from the buffer of Hawk’s Hole Creek during this 
logging. Neither the island nor the pond appears to have had a logging entry since the initial 

logging.  

Following the logging operations of 1985, clear-cut areas were replanted to Douglas-fir on 
approximately a 12 foot spacing. Within this area, red alder generally invaded the planted 
conifer stand and shaded out most of the fir. Hence, the stand that resulted is predominantly 
closely spaced red alder. There are scattered individual trees and clumps of western red cedar 

that have seeded in underneath that are similar age to the alder. 

The present stand of trees in the buffer of the creek along the south boundary is dominated 
by mature red alder, with a widely scattered conifer component both in the overstory and the 
understory. The side slopes of the creek corridor are generally steep and the creek has a 
narrow floodplain. There is evidence of small scale mass movement on slopes, and much of 
the floodplain of the creek is occupied by wetlands. There is a fully stocked stand of 25 year 
old red alder within the wetland fringe of Lower Hawk’s Pond along the south perimeter, 
which is probably due to a slight drying of soils as a consequence of beaver dams. Between 
this alder stand and the beaver dams is a dense shrub stand of mostly Douglas spirea. North 
of the dams is mostly mixed open water and emergent hydrophytic (wetland) vegetation, 
with shrubs along the edge. On the island within Lower Hawk’s pond is a fully stocked, 

mixed stand of mostly 70-80 year-old western red cedar and red alder. 

A bridge was recently constructed at the trail crossing of Hawk’s Hole Creek at the boundary 
between this stewardship area and area 13. Stair steps were installed on both sides of the 

steep slopes leading to the bridge.  

Beaver are no longer present in Lower Hawk’s pond, but the dams and gnawing scars at the 
bases of some still living trees are evidence of their former activities. According to the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife "Salmonscape" program, Hawk’s Hole Creek 
is presumed to have coho salmon present. It has limited spawning habitat due to high 
sediment load, but provides excellent rearing habitat with the inclusion of Upper and Lower 
Hawk’s ponds according to Brian Reese of Mid-Sound Salmon Enhancement Group as 
described in a letter, Appendix III.  Also according to Brian, a corrugated metal pipe (CMP) 
culvert downstream may be a partial blockage to fish movement, limiting habitat. The 

roadway is wheelchair accessible, but access from adjoining Greenways trails is not feasible.  
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Vegetation 

 

Stewardship Area 15 - Access road and easement owned by Pope Resources. 

Stand of predominantly closely spaced 25 year old red alder with scattered 15-25 year old 
western red cedar on uplands to north of road easement. These upland areas south of Lower 
Hawk’s Pond were clear-cut in 1985 and replanted to Douglas-fir on approximately 12 foot 
spacing. Shortly thereafter, red alder invaded the planted conifer stand and generally shaded 
out the Douglas-fir. The stand that exists today is predominantly closely spaced red alder, 
with scattered individual trees and clumps of western red cedar that have seeded in 

underneath.  

Red alder trees quickly and thickly invaded this part due to natural seeding. As these trees 
grow, they compete with each other for sunlight, nutrients and moisture.  A natural thinning 
process usually occurs where weaker trees get out-competed by more dominant trees. In this 
stand dominant alder trees are of good quality and have a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 
6-10 inches. Suppressed alder trees generally have a DBH of less than 6 inches, and have 
small crowns and breakage, and are in the process of dying. The ground surface is littered in 
areas with numerous dead small diameter alder trees and there are numerous standing, dead, 
small diameter alder.  

There are numerous naturally seeded western red cedar trees scattered throughout this alder 
stand. They are limby, but otherwise good quality. The stocking rate of these cedar trees 
ranges from being nearly absent in some areas to as many as 50 trees/acre in other areas – 
averaging approximately 25 trees/acre. Western red cedar trees range in age from 10 to 25 
years old. Most of the shade-intolerant Douglas-fir have been overtopped and are either dead 
or dying with low needle density. There are a few scattered 25 year old Douglas-fir trees in 
the overstory. These are good quality with a DBH of 6-8 inches. There are also a few 
scattered 60-80 year old poor to fair quality red alder with a DBH of 12-16 inches, which 
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have some breakage of tops and limbs. There are also a few poor quality, stump sprouted 
maple with shoots ranging from 6-12 inch DBH that are 25 years old. Overall average 
spacing of all live trees in this unit is approximately 6 feet apart, and spacing of dominants is 
approximately 10 feet. Understory is dominated by dense salmonberry in most areas, with 
elderberry, Indian plum, sword fern, lady fern and salal also being present, as are an 
occasional holly tree and Himalaya blackberry plant.   

Road easement – Within the road easement, dense herbaceous vegetation predominates. The 
road was rebuilt in 2008 to allow logging truck access. Domestic and native grasses, clover, 
stinging nettle, trailing blackberry, sword fern, and weeds such as bedstraw, bull thistle and 
sow thistle are present. A few Himalayan blackberry plants are present as well, but they 
appear to be generally controlled.  

Hawk’s Hole Creek and Buffer - The buffer is a mixed stand of various age classes and 
species of trees, but is mostly red alder. It is generally fully stocked with few large openings 
in the forest canopy. Approximately half of this stand is individuals and groups of 80 year 
old trees, but the composition is variable based on location. The majority of trees in this age 
class are mature red alder, which is in the process of breaking apart, with a DBH of 14 to 30 
inches. Western red cedar trees are the second-most common, and they occur in groups or as 
scattered individuals. They are limby but otherwise good quality with a DBH of 24-40 
inches. There are scattered big leaf maple trees that range from poor to good quality, with a 
DBH of 14-36 inches, which are starting to break apart. There are a few scattered Douglas-fir 
which are fair to good quality in this age class, with a DBH of 24-36 inches, but most 
Douglas-fir and the western hemlock in this age class are poor quality suppressed trees from 

previous stands.  They are scattered and in small clumps.  

The remaining half of this stand is younger trees, between the ages of 10-60 years old. They 
are mostly red alder with a significant percentage of western red cedar. These trees have 
naturally regenerated in more open areas following the harvest, death or blow down of 
overstory trees. The alder trees are generally only fair quality due to excessive branching. 
The cedar trees are limby but otherwise good quality. Spacing of all trees is variable, but 
averages 15-20’ depending on location. There are also a few small areas of closely spaced, 
planted 25 year old Douglas-fir or volunteer red alder of similar age, where the clear-cut of 
1985 incurred into the buffer. The young alder component is similar to that described in the 
preceding paragraphs, and the young fir component is similar to the stand described in 
Stewardship Area 13. Along the creek there may also be scattered willow of various ages. 
Understory is generally dense salmonberry with elderberry, Indian plum, and sword fern, 
with salal in areas. Himalayan Blackberry is present in some areas. Holly trees are very 
widely scattered. Along the narrow creek floodplain, red osier dogwood is also present in 

some areas, as well as skunk cabbage and lady fern in wet areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


