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1. INTRODUCTION

- The community o£ Hansville is located in Kitsap County at the north
end o£ the Kitsap Peninsula <Figure 1). Hansville is situated on
the shore o£ Puget Sound, and two large wetlands occupy much o£ the
low-lying land within the community. Hansville is a well-known
£ishing resort with two businesses catering to visiting £ishermen
and renting space £or parking travel trailers. Many o£ Hansville's
residents are retired and enjoy a relaxed li£e in this quiet
community. .

-

--

The Hansville area, like the rest o£ North Kitsap County, is
developing rapidly and the commmunity's commercial and residential
center has little room to expand other than into either o£ the two
wetland areas. As a result, £uture development within the central
area may impact these wetlands. To help evaluate impacts o£ £uture
development proposals, the Hansville Chamber o£ Commerce contracted
this study to describe the wetlands' existing conditions and
determine their £unctions, values, and general extent. In addition
to providing the Chamber o£ Commerce and regulatory agencies with
in£ormation needed to make decisions a££ecting sensi tive areas,
another purpose o£ this report is ~o provide Hansville residents
with in£ormation on the wetland resources within their community.

-

The wetland boundaries indicated on the £igures in this report are
estimates based on the results o£ £ield observations. They are not
precise wetland boundaries determined by applying methods described
in the Federal Manual £or Identi£ying and Delineating
Jurisdictional Wetlands <Federal Interagency Committee £or Wetland
Delineation, 1990). Since the boundaries indicated in the £igures
are less precise than generally needed £or permitting,purposes,
they should be used only to help permitting agencies determine
whether site-speci£ic wetland in£ormation is needed.

In this report the two major Hansville Community wetlands are named
as indicated in Figure 1: the wetland located near the Point No
Point Lighthouse is called the Point No Point Wetland; the wetland
located west o£ the Hansville Post O££ice is called the Hansville
Wetland. Additional areas within the Hansville community that may
meet the criteria £or jurisdictional wetlands were not assessed
during this study. Potential wetland areas include sites to the
south and east o£ the Hansville wetland identi£ied as containing
hydric <wetland> soils, and £illed hydric soil areas.

2. METHODS

The £ollowing wetland analysis is based on a review o£ published
in£ormation, and site visits by mysel£ and volunteers £rom the
Hansville community. Published in£ormation describing land use,
zoning, soils, hydrology, topography, and previously mappedwetlands
in the vicinity includes the £ollowing documents <items marked with

2
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an asterisk are on £ile with the Hansville Chamber o£ Commerce):

- Soils o£ Kitsap County, Washington (US Soil Conservation
Service, 1980)

*Hansville Quadrangle
photorevised 1968)

(US Geological Survey, 1953,

(
Port Gamble, Wash. Quadrangle (US Geological Survey, 1937)-
*National Wetland Inventory Map, Hansville Quadrangle (US
Fish and Wildli£e Service, 1981)

, .....

Additional in£ormation sources used to identi£y land use, wetland
soils, vegetation, and habitats include:

-
*Black and white aerial photographs taken by Walker and
Associates in June 1965 and June 1985

*In£rared aerial photographs taken by the US Army Corps o£
Engineers in June, 1990

*Washington Coastal Zone Atlas, Volume 10, Kitsap County
(Washington Department o£ Ecology, 1980) .

*Kitsap County zoning maps

Hydric Soils o£ the State
Conservation Service, 1989)

o£ Washington (US Soil

,

Wetland Plants o£ the State o£ Washington (US Fish and
Wildli£e Service, 1989)

.....

Classi£icatiori o£ Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats o£ the
United States (Cowardin et al, 1979) ,

Site visits to record wildli£e use o£ the two wetlands were
-.'---"

conducted between mid-November, 1990, and July, 1991. During this
time, Hansville and Eglon residents visited the wetlands at £airly
regular intervals (about once a week) in the early morning to
record wildli£e observations. Observations were recorded on
standardized data £orms, and the location o£ each observation was
recorded.

From mid-February until June, 1991 volunteers also recorded
groundwater levels in piezometers installed in each wetland.

"--

Wetland vegetation, soil, and hydrology surveys were conducted
during late spring o£ 1991, using the Uni£ied Federal Method
(Federal Interagency Committee £or Wetland Delineation, 1990) to

~ identi£y wetland areas. This method was developed cooperatively by
the US Army Corps o£ Engineers, the US Environmental Protection

4
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Agency, The
Conservation

US Fish and
Service (SCS).

Wildli£e Service, and The Soil

-
The Uni£ied Federal Method requires that three technical criteria
must be met be£ore an area is considered jurisdictional wetland.

-

To meet the requirements £or jurisdictional wetland, an area must
be dominated by wetland vegetatiqn, contain hydric (wetland)
soils, and must have saturated soils ~r standing water £or at least
one week during the growing season. 1£ any o£ the three criteria
are not met, the area is non-wetland. We used the Uni£ied Federal
Method because it meets the requirements o£ County, State, and
Federal agencies with authority to permit activities a££ecting
wetlands.

.....

We observed and recorded soil, hydrologic, and vegetation
characteristics at many locations in both wetlands. Locations to
record £ield data were chosen based on changes in plant
communities, soils, or hydrology. At each sample site, £ield data
were recorded using standard Uni£ied Federal Method data £orms.
Copies o£ the completed data £orms are included in Appendix A o£
this report. Sample site locatiohs are indicated on the soil
£igures £or each wetland.-

--
Plant dominance at each sample point was visually estimated, and
plants were identi£ied using the standard £ield manual £or western
Washington (Hitchcock and Cronquist, 1973). Common names oz
plants are used throughout the text o£ this report; Appendix B
contains scientizic names o£ plants observed during the study.
Vegetation mapping was completed using aerial photography taken in
1985 and 1990, and updated during site visits. Soil colors were
determined using Munsell Soil Color Charts (Kollmorgen
Instruments Corporation, 1990).

The Washington Department oz Ecology Wetlands Rating System
(Washington Department oz Ecology, 1991) was used to rate the
resource value o£ each wetland. This system assigns wetlands to.
one oz zour categories using published inzormation (zor example,
documented locations oz Federal or State-listed Threatened or
Endangered plant species) and in£ormation gathered during site
visits.

Wetland £unctions and values were evaluated using pro£essional
judgement with guidelines and assessment criteria modizied zrom
methods developed by the US Army Corps oz Engineers (Reppert et al,
1979 ) .
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The Hansville wetland encompasses about 35 acres and includes
palustrine emergent, scrub-shrub, and forested wetland communities.
Existing National Wetland Inventory maps underestimate the size and
diversity of the Hansville wetland.

The wetland's primary water sources are groundwater seeps located
to the southwest. Although originally connected to Puget Sound by
a stream channel located in the wetland's southeast corner, since
at least the early 1950s the wetland has been ditched and isolated
from saltwater inflow by a tide gate.

Wetland soils identified by ~he Soil Conservation Service (SCS)
were confirmed, with reductions in area due to filling for
residential, commercial, and road construction.

-
From the early 1950s (and perhaps .earlier) until about 1965 the
non-forested portion of the wetland was used for pasture and
occasionally mowed for hay. Since agricultural activity has ceased
the wetland has been undisturbed except for fills along the east
and north boundaries for residential and commercial construction.
Plant communities dominated by a mixture of native and exotic
species form the wetland's vegetative cover.

The Hansyille wetland provides habitat for a wide variety of
wildlife, including nesting Great Blue Herons.

The wetland is one of the major natural features dominating the
landscape as one enters Hansville from the south. l1ajor roads
border the north and east sides of the wetland, a secondary road
borders the south side, and broadleaf
forest borders the west side.

3. 1. 2. Extent (Figure 2)

The north, east, and south limits of the Hansville wetland are'
clearly defined by roads, filled areas, or abrupt changes in slope,
vegetation, or soils. As a result, the north, south, and east
boundaries indicated in Figure 2 are reasonably precise./

The wetland's west boundary is less clear. Within a young red
alder communi~y, gradual changes in vegetation, soil, and hydrology
result in a broad ecotone between wetland and upland communities,
and past landscape altera~ons have obscured wetland
characteristics. In addition, forest vegetation screens landmarks
and makes locating a boundary on a map or aerial photograph
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3. RESUL.TS
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